
Quick Reference Guide 
Introduction 
South Texas Col lege (STC) Fire 
and Life Safety ,  found within the 
Environmental  Health and Safety 
(EHS) Depar tment ,  is  responsible 
for  developing and implementing 
communicat ion with local  
emergency response teams. Fire 
and Life Safety establ ishes 
procedures that  al l  students,  
faculty ,  staff ,  and guests must 
fol low in order to comply with 
local  laws and regulat ions from 
different  municipal i t ies ,  such as 

the City  of  McAllen Fire 
Depar tment ,  the City  of  Pharr  Fire 
Depar tment ,  the Rio Grande City  
Fire Depar tment ,  and the City  of  
Weslaco Fire Depar tment.  EHS Fire 
and Life Safety is  designed to 
protect  everyone on South Texas 
Col lege premises by fol lowing 
effect ive local  municipal i ty  f i re 
marshal  inspections and providing 
f i re protect ion equipment that  is  
operable when necessary.  

Fire Safety Hazards & Standards to Fol low 

This information is  to help 
prevent f i re-related accidents and 
injur ies,  increase f i re and l i fe 
safety awareness,  and ful ly  
comply with al l  legal  and 
regulatory requirements.  Abiding 
by these requirements is  a shared 
responsibi l i ty ,  and al l  faculty ,  
staff ,  students,  and visi tors are 
required to perform al l  South 
Texas Col lege (STC) operat ions in 
compliance with appl icable 

Internat ional  Fire Code ( IFC) and 
National  Fire Protect ion 
Associat ion (NFPA) standards.  The 
fol lowing is  a l ist  of  f i re code 
standards that  must be fol lowed 
by al l  who are on STC premises.  I f  
f i re protect ion equipment is  found 
inoperable ,  please submit  an emai l  
with detai led information to the 
Environmental  Health & Safety 
(EHS) Depar tment.  
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Light  switches and out lets Appl iances such as space in al l  areas must beheaters are not al lowed on covered,  and there can be Col lege premises.  no exposed electr ical  wir ingIFC 605.10 coming from a junct ion box.  
IFC 605.6 

Extension cords cannot be There can be no missingused as permanent wir ing cei l ing t i les or  openings in and cannot be over loaded the cei l ing of  any room, and with i tems connected to there must be proper cei l ing them. IFC 605.5 clearance in every room. 
IFC 703.1/IFC 315.3.1 

Emergency Evacuation 
routes must be posted in al l  
off ices and classrooms Mechanical  rooms must not  
throughout the Col lege.  be used as storage rooms for  
NFPA 1 chemicals or  other i tems. 

NFPA 101,  IFC 7.13.1.2/8.1.2 
Open f lames on candles or  
cooking equipment outside 
of  our Cafeter ia ki tchen are Pul l  stat ions for  f i re alarms 
prohibited.  IFC 308.1.1 are avai lable in al l  

bui ldings,  and should be 
pul led when a f i re breaksCombustible waste mater ial  
out.  Evacuate the bui ldingand f lammable l iquids 
immediately  and cal l  911.  cannot be accumulated or  
NFPA 1 improperly  stored.  

IFC 304.1,  10.18.1 
There are f i re ext inguishers 
on every f loor of  every 
bui lding at  the Col lege and The Fire Lane and Fire 
can be used in case of  aDepar tment access areas 
smal l  f i re.  The f i re cannot be obstructed.  
ext inguisher has to be NFPA 1,  IFC 18.2.4.1 
inspected annual ly  and 
recharged as needed.  
IFC 906.2 

The exit  s igns on the exit  
doors must i l luminate when Al l  exit  doors must not  be 
the power goes off  for  blocked or  locked in case of  
people to v iew when an emergency.
evacuating in an emergency.  IFC 1015.2/1008.1.9 
IFC 1011.1 
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